Nederlands Kamerkoor
No purer sound than the human voice, and no vocal ensemble whose sound has to be more precisely measured and balanced than a chamber choir. The Nederlands Kamerkoor knows a thing or two about that, having been a top-class chamber choir for decades. Their field of activity encompasses the entire chamber choir repertoire, from medieval to contemporary and from a cappella to accompanied. As well as putting on its own concert series in a number of Dutch cities, the choir regularly collaborates with ensembles such as the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra. The choir has released some seventy-five CDs, several of which have won awards.

The Nederlands Kamerkoor was founded in 1937 by Felix de Nobel, and earned itself an international reputation during the 50s and 60s. Following De Nobel’s departure in 1972, the choir revamped itself by working on a project basis with specialists in the fields of early and contemporary music, including its Flemish honorary guest conductor Paul Van Nevel, now an indispensable element in its programming. From 1987 onwards, chief conductors Uwe Gronostay, Tõnu Kaljuste and Stephen Layton each set their own stamp on the choir. There then followed another period without a chief conductor. 
In recent years the Nederlands Kamerkoor has given world premières of many new compositions. With unusual programmatic formulas, such as a semi-staged evening of Burt Bacharach songs arranged for chamber choir, or a programme of psalms performed in a synagogue, the ensemble continues its process of rejuvenation. To watch over this process, and over the preservation of the precious chamber choir culture so characteristic of the NKK, the 2011-2012 season sees the arrival of a new chief conductor: the youthful Risto Joost from Estonia.  
